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THE PROBLEM 

The Problem 

As f~r .::;s history re~~h~~. Lake Milll: IJ.l~~ In central Mlnnesot!l has Men described as a "walleye factory", SDOtt anglers, in 

unprecedented numbers, have flocked to the vast w<;~ters of Lake Mille Lacs for over~ century to find, catch Mtl eat the 

crown jewal of all freshwater flsh ... the walleye, Lake Mille Lacs walley~ have been second to none am~;~ng sport anglers 

~nywhere on t~e Nort;h Americ<.'ln Goiltlnent. 

Entering the new 11111(ehnh)ni, that Lake Mill('! ~,acs history stMed to change. In ~996, Federal courts granted several upper 

Midwest Native 1\merlcan Banos the rlght to harvest lake Mille L~GS walleyes based on ~ tt"i\\ty written and r;;gr1ed onto In 

1937. 

The courts ordered the MinMSOt<l Department or Natural Resources and the (fl(lian Bllnlls to negotiate a pl~n that would 

in~IU<le a shared fiShery harvest between >port an111ers ~nd B<;!nd members. Tt1e 13\ln<;l members wo0te allowed to harvest 

LaKe Mille Lacs ftsh, mainly walleyes, above ~nd beyond Mtnne~ sport ;:~nglir'l\l r\JI~s and regulatioMif tl-.ey stayed within 

~tceptable levels of "conservatio~, public safety and public health". ExclusiVe (!and harvest rtgnts were based on 

"subsistence needs", The shareo harvest was to be done in an "equitable" fashion betwee11 ~port anglerS and it·lbal 

fishermen. 

the Minnesota !)Nil, agreed to allowing the Tribal ha!Vest of lake Mille Lacs w;;~lley~ via me use of gill,nets during the 

annu.:~l period of time the walleyes are con<;~regated In shallow shoreline areas Sllilwnlng. Sport; anglerS halfflnever been 

and still are not allowed to har/est vulner~ble spawning Lake Mille Lacs W(lll~yes1 based on Mi(u'lesota regulations put Into 

pklce to protect the vl<~blllty of the walleye population. Spawning walleyl!9, Qenet·ally, have be!!!ll ol'l' limits to any fClrm or 

harvest in Minnesota fur many (iecades1 until the Tribal harvest IN8S allowed to include the spawning Sl!ason at Lake Mille 

l..~cs using gill•ncts oS the main wlloieoole method for t11elr walleye h<lrvest. For over a detMe, miles of Tribal gill-nets have 

IJeen killing up to 65 tons of spawning walleyes ea(.h spring at Lake Mille Lacs. Many Qf which go unaccovnted for, Many of 

which beoome wanton waste. 

5a5ell on t~nr\Uo>l Lake Mill~ La(;) walleye populatlan surveys done by the Minnl:l~ob DNR fisheries m~n('lgers, various 

aspects of the La lie Mille Lat$ walleye population h;;~ve been heading In a negative direction slnce the Tribal harvest w"~" 

pert of the overall annual walleye h<~rve$1:. ln the fall of 20~~. Minnesota ONR walleye population survey numbers <It Lake 

Mille LQ(.o plummeted to a 40 year low. With the ov.,ralllow numbers of wt~lleyes In general found In the 2012 walleye 

popul~tion svtvey, a huQe lmbalanc~ or both gender and Size Qf wall!lyes were found at an olannlng l~tvel. Levels, no doubt 

pet the fisheries lllologlsts, tMt need to be brol.lQht back Into ~~~nee to insure the walleye popJjJatlon In the future can 

ag~in be healthy, getting back to 111stor1C<;~I and IJCceptable numberS that were consistent for dec~des before the Tril)al 

h!!tfl/est was enacted. 
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W11sted LaKe Mille Lacs flsh dumped on ptivate property 
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